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PREFACE. 



The contents of this little volnme consist, 
like those of some previous publications, of 
Addresses delivered at a series of drawing- 
room meetings. 

They do not pretend to be anything more 
than suggestive of a special line of thought in 
connection with the particular subject dealt 
with in them. Indeed, the consideration of 
the Position which the grace of God confers 
on the believer in Jesus, and of the Progress 
which is then both his privUege and his duty, 
is one of such magnitude as to require, if at 
all fully handled, far more time than such a 
limited series of Addresses aflforded. 

An endeavour was, therefore, only made to 
treat the subject under four of the terms used 
in the Scriptures to illustrate such position 
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and progress, viz., "Standing," "Sitting,'' 
" Walking," and " Kunning," though even 
then it was only possible to touch upon a 
few of the passages where these expressions 
occur. 

I trust that the publication of the Addresses 
may be attended with the blessing of God, 
both by reminding those who heard them of 
the important truths with which they deal, 
and by leading others " to know what is the 
hope of their calling,'' in order that they ** may 
walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, 
being fruitful in every good work, and increas- 
ing in the knowledge of God." 



Manor House, Grayford^ 
October 1879. 



CONTENTS. 



THE STAin}ING 07 THE PEOPLE OF GOD 



• • 



IL 
THE SITTING OF HIS SERVANTS . . 21 

IIL 
THE WALK OF THE CHBISTIAN 34 

IV. 
THE RACE OF THE BELIEVER 49 



POSITION AND PROGRESa 



I. 

THE STANDING OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD. 

The subject of "The Standing of the People of 
God " is of immense importance. It is all-essential 
that the Lord's people should know their true posi- 
tion, since in the things which belong to the life to 
come, as in earthly things, knowledge is power. If 
a man is to behave himself rightly in any position 
of life, whether he be a prince, a merchant, a soldier, 
or a servant, he must understand his position in 
relation to others. A prince of the Bogral family must 
know his position ere he can fill it aright. No 
man can fight the battles of the Queen with a good 
heart if he is not sure that he is a soldier in her army. 
So no man can serve the Lord imless he knows, 
without a doubt, the relation in which he stands 
to God. 

In opening this subject, I would call your atten- 
tion to three questions which occur in Scripture. 
They are the following: "Who shall ascend into 
the hill of the Lord, or who shall stand in His holy 
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place?" (Ps. xxiv. 3). Again, "If Thou, Lord, 
. shouldest mark iniquities, Lord, who should 
stand?" (Ps. cxxx. 3). And, finally, "The great 
day of His wrath is come, and who shall be able to 
stand t " (Eev. vi 17). 

These questions are infinitely solemn and search- 
ing. But while they bring us to a sense of our sin- 
fulness, and consequently of our inability to stand 
in the presence of a holy God, we may learn from 
other Scriptures that the grace of God provides us 
with a position where we can stand before Him, in 
the full light of His countenance, with peace and joy. 
Let us consider where and what that position is. 

In the first place, the standing of God's people is 
one of assm'ed salvation. As such, it is described by 
David : " He brought me up also out of an horrible 
pit, out of the miry clay . . . and set my feet upon 
a rock!* And we may say of this rock, as of that 
one referred to in i Cor. x. 4, " That Eock was Christ." 
Thus the believer's standing is on that Eock — on the 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself. He is no longer in the 
horrible pit of his own ruin and misery ; he is no 
longer in the miry clay — the old ways and sins that 
climg so fast to him, and kept him down ; but by 
the mighty power of the redeeming love of God, 
manifested in Christ, he has been brought up out of 
the pit, and out of the clay, and his feet have been 
set upon the Bock, and his goings established. He 
is saved, and no longer in danger of being engulphed 
in the horrible pit ; the righteous wrath of God no 
longer terrifies him ; he is on the Rock — Christ ! 
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And he has a good standing — not a mere foothold; 
for Almighty God has set his feet there. He did not 
get there by his own merits, or prayers, or righteous- 
ness ; but he was brought there, and placed there, by 
his Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, and by no other 
power in the universe. Thus he can say, in the 
words of one of our hymns — 

** On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand.'* 

Or, as another puts it — 

** I stand upon His merit : 
I know no safer stand." 

Oh, what a firm, immutable foundation for our 
souls to rest upon is that which is laid in the work, 
the death, the resurrection, the person of the Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself! As one has said, "I may 
tremble on the Eock, but the Eock can never tremble 
tinder me." 

But it is not only on the Eock, Christ, that the 
chUd of God stands, and has his assured positio;i of 
safety; it is more than that: it is in the Eock. When 
God would graciously show Moses His glory, He says, 
'* Behold, there is a place by Me, and thou shalt stand 
upon a rock: and it shall come to pass, while My glory 
passeth by, that I will put thee in a cleft of the rock, 
and will cover thee with My hand while I pass by " 
(Exod. xxxiii. 21, 22). What a safe place that was 
for Moses I He did not discover it for himself, he 
did not choose it for a shelter ; but the Almighty 
God found it out, and put him in it, and shadowed 
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him with His hand, while the ineffable glory, that 
would have destroyed him as a sinful man, passed 
by. Do we not refer to this incident when we sing 
that grand old hymn — 

" Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee " ? 

Yes, surely that rock again represents Christ Jesus, 
the Eock of Ages. 

And what is this but the truth so dwelt upon in 
the Epistle to the Ephesians, where again and again 
we have it repeated, " In Christ," " in Christ," " in 
Christ." What does that mean? It implies such 
a vital union between Christ and His people as is 
implied when you speak of a member of your body 
being in your body as an integral part of it. For 
this union with Christ is an everlasting union. Tour 
hand or your foot may be cut off, but no member of 
Christ can be cut off. "A bone of Him shall not 
be broken." The very meanest of Christ's family is 
united to Him so eternally, so indissolubly, that, 
like the Apostle, we can exclaim, " Who shall sepa- 
rate us from the love of Christ?" And with him 
after challenging tribulation, distress, persecution, 
famine, nakedness, peril, or sword, we can say, " I 
am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love 
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord " (Eom. 
viii. 38, 39). Is not this a wonderful standing? 
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But what is it to be " in Christ " ? For one thing, 
it is to be beyond judgment ; for Christ Himself is 
beyond judgment. He underwent the judgment 
that our sins deserved when He bore them on the 
cross. Then He put them away, and now He is 
beyond judgment, as testified by His resurrection 
from the dead. And as soon as we trust in Him^ 
we are united to Him in His resurrection life, and 
He becomes our life. So that if you are in Christ, 
you can look back upon the cross of Calvary as the 
place where God condemned and punished your sins 
in the person of His beloved Son, and you can never 
be confronted by them again, because He has cast 
them into the depths of the sea (Mic. vii 1 9). Being 
in Christ, your standing is as much beyond the 
judgment which your sins deserve as is that of Paul, 
or Peter, or John, or that of any saint of God who 
has been in heaven for centuries. It is impossible 
for the believer at any period in the glorious eter- 
nity to come to be more entirely separated from the 
guilt of sin than he is now. That is what it is to 
have your standing in Christ, the Eock of Ages. 

But the standing of God's people is also a standing 
oi perfect liberty. It is a standing of freedom from the 
condemnation of the law, freedom from an evil con- 
science, freedom from the power of the world, freedom 
from the power of sin and of Satan. The Apostle 
exhorts us to ** stand fast m the liberty wherewith 
Christ hath made us free" (Gal. v. i). Yes, it is 
perfect freedom. And it is not only freedom from 
all these evil things, but it is liberty for other things. 
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Not only are we free from guilt and sin, but we are 
set free for something. We have liberty to love, 
liberty to serve, liberty to wait, liberty to worship, 
liberty to piuise, and liberty to rejoice. Why, it is 
a life of the most splendid liberty any one can con- 
ceive, though yet a life of service ; as we say in the 
Collect, "Whose service is perfect freedom," or, as 
David expresses it, " Lord, truly I am Thy servant ; 
Thou hast loosed my bonds " (Pd. cxvi 1 6). I fear 
we are so often engrossed in considering "What we are 
delivered from^ that we fail to recognise the liberty 
to which God has brought us, and the enjoyment to 
which He would have us rise. As English citizens 
we are not now rejoicing in deliverance from prison, 
or in immunity from the operation of penal laws. 
We do not think of such things, but we avail our- 
selves of the liberty which our standing in society 
gives us, and of the possession of our mental and 
physical faculties to discharge our duties in the world. 
So while the Christian rejoices in his liberty from 
condemnation and guilt, he is called upon to use 
that liberty to be what God would have him be, and 
to do what God would have him do. 

But further, it is a standing of exalted privilege, 
** Being justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ ; by whom also we 
have access by faith into this grace (or this favour) 
wherein we stand" (Eom. v. 1,2); or as Peter puts 
it, " This is the true grace of God wherein ye stand " 
(l Pet. V. 12). Oh, what a standing of exalted pri- 
vilege is this ! Why, there is no position on earth 
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that can for one moment be compared to it. To be 
made nigh by the blood of Christ, to stand in the 
conscious favour of God, to enjoy His presence, to be 
accepted of Him, £tnd to know it ! This is heaven 
upon earth, and nothing short of it. When the Queen 
of Sheba came to see the glory of King Solomon, we 
read that when she had seen the provision of his table, 
" and the sitting of his servants and the standing of 
his ministers, there was no more spirit in her" 
(i Kings X. 5). She was so overwhelmed by the 
glory of King Solomon and the very standing of his 
servants, that it took away her breath, and '* there 
was no spirit in her." Yet it was a poor thing after 
all — a little bit of earthly pomp and magnificence 
(though perhaps greater than the world has ever seen 
before or since). What was it compared with the 
standing of the servants of God ? The wonder is, 
that as we read our Bibles and see the grace of God 
that " raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth 
up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among 
princes and to make them inherit the throne of 
glory" (i Sam. ii. 8), that our hearts are so cold 
and our lives so wretchedly low and barren as 
they are. May God help us to apprehend that for 
which we are apprehended of Him in Christ Jesus, 
and thus teach us to rise practically to the level of 
the standing which, judicially, we occupy before 
Him. 

What heavenly courage does the knowledge of 
our standing impart ? Look at Elijah before the 
ungodly king of Israel What does he say ? "As 
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the Lord of hosts liveth, hefore whom I stand" 
(i Kings xviiL 15). Ahab's petty royalty was 
blotted out of Elijah's sight Not that he (Md not, 
doubtless, pay proper honour to royal dignity, as we 
are all commanded to do, but his sense of the pre- 
sence of God, the King of glory, made Ahab, the king 
of Israel, a mere pigmy in his sight That is what 
must happen when we realise our standing in the 
presence of God; all earthly grandeur is dwarfed 
into insignificance by that presence. 

And what power for service does a knowledge of 
our true standing afford ? In 2 Chron. xxix. 1 1, we 
find Hezekiah exhorting the priests and Levites thus: 
" My sons, be not now negligent ; for the Lord hath 
chosen you to stand before Sim, to serve Him, and 
that ye may minister unto Him, and bum incense." 
He reminds them of their high and holy position in 
order to stir them up to diligence. And if you are 
washed from your sins in the blood of Jesus, and 
united to Him by faith, you are far more really 
priests than they were. They served in the shadows 
of heavenly things ; but believers in the Lord Jesus 
Christ are a royal priesthood, to stand before God in 
the heavenly places themselves, and to minister unto 
Him. WiU not this ennoble your whole life and 
sanctify the very smallest tiling you do ? In the 
humblest task, if done as unto the Lord, you may 
minister unto Him. In your household business, in 
your daily work, you may serve the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and that is the highest position and service 
on earth. 
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''All may of Thee partake, 
Nothing can be so mean 
But with this tincture, 'for Thy sake/ 
Will not grow bright and dean. 

" A senrant by this clause 
Makes drudgery divine ; 
Who sweeps a room as for Thy laws^ 
Makes that and th' action fine." 

But besides affording power for service, the 
knowledge of our standing furnishes an incentive 
to praise. The sons of Levi were " to stand every 
morning to thank and praise the Lord, and likewise 
at even" (i Chron. xxiiL 30). And is not our 
privilege the same now? "Eejoice in the Lord 
alway." "In everything give thanks." Thus we 
are not only in God's presence to serve, but also to 
be happy and praise Him. 

Is not this, then, a standing of exalted privilege ? 
What in the world's attractions can compare with 
it ? How wonderful that we should ever be seeking 
after the passing, perishing, paltry things of this 
world, it8 positioi^r, L joj « whkh are aU 
to perish in the using," when such position and 
privilege are secured to us in Christ. 

But, again, it is a standing of ceaseless conflict, 
God does not bring us into this position of recog- 
nised nearness to Him merely that we may be 
happy. There is work to be done, a battle to be 
fought, and a victory to be won ; He leaves us for 
a time in the enemy's country, and there are enemies 
all around us, against whom we must wage a cease- 
less and determined warfare. If, then, we rejoice in 
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our high standing in Christ, we must remember 
that we are left in this world to occupy the position 
of soldiers of Christ. As His " good soldiers " we 
must be ready to "endure hardness." We often 
sing about it in our hymns, but how little soldiering 
is there in the life of some ? Is not the life of many 
Christians, instead of a steady conflict, a life of 
placid acquiescence with all around, and of frequent 
yielding up everything to the hands of the enemy, 
if not, indeed, a life of continuous defeat ? Is that 
what God expects of us ? Is it for that He has given 
us the Holy Spirit to dwell in us ? Is it for that He 
has given us our marching orders ? Is it for that that 
the whole armour of God is provided ? Oh, never ! 
" Stand, therefore," says the Apostle, " having your 
loins girt about with truth." " Put on the whole 
armour of God. . . . For we wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities and powers ; 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world ; 
against spiritual wickedness in high places " (Eph. 
vi 1 1- 1 4). Yes, we must not forget that our 
standing is given us that we may fight the battles 
of the Lord. The devil would lull us to sleep with 
the syren voice of this world's pleasures, and so 
hinder us from the conflict we are to wage. But 
whHe the conflict is great, the resources with which 
we are supplied are, thank God, suflScient for it alL 
The whole armour of God is still available for us, 
and in faith and prayer we axe to gird it on. He 
says, "I wiU be with thee." Trust Him; He is 
able to make us stand, so that if our standing be 
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one of ceaseless conflict, it may also be, by His grace, 
one of continuous victory. 

Lastly, our standing is one of gloriotis expecta- 
tion. Yes, great as are the present privileges of 
the children of God, there is still a great deal more 
to follow. Look at the last time where the stand- 
ing of God's people is mentioned in the Bible: 
" After this, I beheld ; and, lo ! a great multitude, 
which no man could number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the 
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white 
robes, and palms in their hands" (Eev. vii. 9). 
They have fought their last battle ; they are waving 
their palms of victory triumphantly before the throne 
of God ; and they stand there not because of any- 
thing they have done themselves, but because they 
have " washed their robes, and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb; therefore are they before 
the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in 
His temple." Yes, the believer can triunlphantly 
take up the utterance of Israel of old, and say, 
"Our feet shall stand within thy gates, Jeru- 
salem ! " We can look forward to the golden city, 
knowing that these feet that have trodden the sand 
of the desert, and bled with the thorns of the earth, 
that have often slipped and been entangled, shall 
yet tread the golden streets of the New Jerusalem. 
Then aU the weariness, and pain, and toil, and dis- 
appointment of earth shall be more than compensated 
by the pleasures which are at God's right hand for 
evermore. 
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But is there one here who is saying, " How shall 
I obtain such a position ? " How ? Not by your 
own works, not by your prayers, not by your efforts, 
not by your feelings, not by your good deeds. How 
then ? " Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved." Yes, it is by Him that we " have 
access by faith into this grace wherein we stand." 
" He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out 
of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock." 

You have heard of the man who dreamed that 
he was at the bottom of a deep pit, where his feet 
stuck fast in the mire, and where he was utterly 
powerless to lift himself up. Suddenly, as he gazed 
longingly upwards, he saw a lovely star ; and as he 
looked towards it, he felt himself drawn, drawn, 
drawn up by no effort of his own, till at length he 
felt his feet on firm, solid ground at the top. He 
awoke from his dream, and it seemed as if he heard 
a voice that said, "I am the bright and morning 
Star." That moment proved the turning-point of 
his life, and that dream only taught the blessed 
truth that you may read on every page of your 
Bible, " Look unto Me, and be ye saved." Yes, 

*• There is life for a look at the cruciiSed One ; 
There is life at this moment for thee." 

God grant that this standing may be yours now, 
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ ! 

Eemember, too, that this standing is the privilege 
of cdl the children of God. It is not advanced 
saints only who can claim it. It is the rightful 
position of every believer. The moment you pass 
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from death unto life, tlirough faith in Christ, that 
moment you are placed on that Bock of Ages, emd 
sheltered there by God's own hand as securely as if 
you had been for millions of years before His throne. 

And now a closing word of exhortation, to those 
who occupy this standing. First of all, ''staTtdfasV' 
(Gal. V. i). "Be steadfast, unmovable, always 
aboundiog in the work of the Lord." Do not be 
weak, half-hearted, inconsistent Christians. Such 
briag much damage to the King's interests. There 
is nothing so grieving to God as an inconsistent, 
unsteady Christian. That the Lord will not let the 
weak ones sUp through His fingers, we know ; 
but He is glorified only in the Christians who stand 
fast and firm. 

Then ^* stand wp** (Neh. ix. s). Many Christians 
are always recumbent, their light does not shine in 
this world, they are not recognised as servants of 
God. You often sing — 

** Stand up, stand np for Jesus, 
Ye soldiers of the cross." 

But are you to sing it only ? Surely you are to act 
it also. He stood up for you before the world, 
before Pilate, before the bar of God, and on the 
cross ; He stood up for your soul's salvation. Now 
he says : Stand up for Me a little while. Do not 
be ashamed of Him whose you are and whom you 
serve. Stand up boldly for Him ; the time is too 
short to do anything else. 

And, lastly, " stand still " (Exod. xiv. 1 3). " Stand 
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still, and see the salvation of the Lord." And this 
is a good word to end with. In a world of anxiety, 
care, and trouble, how needful to learn to stand still ! 
It does not imply that there is no progress. For 
immediately the word comes, "Speak unto the 
children of Israel, that they go forward." It means, 
do not be anxious. He who died for you, who 
redeemed you, who loves you. He is with you. 
" Fear not." " Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid." " Stand stiU, and see the 
salvation of God." 

May God grant that these few thoughts on this 
blessed subject may nerve our hearts and encourage 
us to stand more manfully for ffim in whose pre- 
sence we are placed; and at the same time lead 
some one who has yet no foothold for eternity, no 
foundation to rest upon, to take refuge at once in 
the cleft of the Eock, where he will be safe for ever- 
more. Let us say from our hearts — 

" Bock of Ages, cleft for me. 

Let me hide myself in Thee ; 

Let the water and the blood, 

From Thy riven side which flowed^ 

Be of sin the double cure, 

Make me clean and keep me pure. 
.... 
•* While I draw this fleeting breath, 

When mine eyelids close in death, 

When I soar to worlds imknown. 

See Thee on Thy judgment throne / 

Bock of Ages, cleft for me. 

Let me hide myself in Thee." 
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IL 

THE SITTING OF HIS SERVANTS. 

"We were occupied last week in considering a subject 
which, I believe, I was right in saying was one of 
vast importance to the people of God, namely, their 
standing before God in Christ, without a knowledge 
of which there can be no real progress in Divine 
life. There are, however, other aspects in which 
the Word of God presents to us the same truth as 
to the position of God's children ; and that which 
we have before us this afternoon is described by an 
expression which, while it equally exhibits that posi- 
tion, leads us to regard it as one of rest 

You remember that when the Queen of Sheba 
came to see the glory of King Solomon, that which 
so overwhelmed her with astonishment was not only 
" the standing of his ministers," but also " the sitting 
of his servants" (i Kings x. 5). And I think that 
if the Holy Spirit of God opens our eyes to see what 
the sitting of God's servants is, we shall surely be 
amazed at the marvellous grace which brings lost 
sinners into a position of such blessedness. 

We can understand that the term "standing," 
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when used in describing the position of God's people, 
although it describes a high position attained and 
enjoyed, has yet something of unrest about it. We 
constantly use the expressions, standing and sitting, 
as opposites, or in contrast to each other ; as, for 
instance, when we say, " I have not had time to sit 
down to-day," meaning thereby that we have had an 
active, busy day, with no rest in it. 

It is prophesied of the children of Israel, when 
their warfare should be accomplished, that "they 
shall sit every man under his vine, and under his 
fig-tree, and none shall make them afraid " (Micah 
iv. 4). A time of rest is contrasted with the unrest 
of the time of warfare. 

Standing, moreover, impKes something unfinished ; 
whereas, sitting implies the reverse. TTiis it is that 
the Holy Spirit evidently teaches us, when speaking 
of the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
Apostle says, " Every priest standeth daily minister- 
ing, and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices which 
can never take away sin " (thereby showing that the 
work of atonement was, in the past, ever going on). 
" But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice 
for sins for ever, mt down on the right hand of God " 
(Heb. X. II, 12). The contrast is clear. He priests 
could not sit down, because their work was never 
accomplished ; but the Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
High Priest, has sat down on His mediatorial throne 
at the Father's right hand, because by one sacrifice 
He has perfected and completed His great work, 
and it needs no repetition. Therefore we hear thQ 
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words of the Father, " Sit Thou at My right hand, 
until. I make Thine enemies Thy footstool " (Ps. 
ex. i). 

Thus we have Scriptural authority for saying that 
the position of standing, blessed though it undoubt- 
edly is, exhibits something of unrest ; whereas that 
of sitting describes precisely the contrary. Let us, 
then, in this light consider what the sitting of God's 
servants is, and where they are entitled to take 
their seat. 

For one thing, it is a position of rest in tmion with 
Christ, " God, who is rich in mercy, for His great 
love wherewith He loved us, even when we were 
dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ 
(by grace are ye saved), and hath raised us up to- 
gether, and made us sit together in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus." Mark the three '' together s*' — 
quickened together with Christ, raised together with 
Christ, made to sit together with Christ in heavenly 
places. The Lord Jesus Christ is now sitting at the 
Father's right hand, and that position He has by 
right of His own glorious Person and His finished 
mediatorial work. So if we are united to Him by 
faith, by the grace of God we are seated with Him ; 
and what we have by grace we have by right. It 
may seem going very far to say so, and yet it is 
perfectly true ; for what I receive by gift is as com- 
pletely mine as that which I have by purchase. So 
the position which we have by virtue of our union 
with Christ is as much our right to take and to 
occupy as if we had purchased it ourselves. What 
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a wonderful position ! What a marvellous thought ! 
Where the Lord Jesus Christ, as Head of the Church, 
sits, by virtue of His own right, there every member 
of that Church is privileged to sit. In fact, our 
imion with the blessed Saviour admits of nothing 
less than this. 

Where the glorious Head of the body is seated, 
there is the seat of every believer. Yes, every 
believer; he may be the humblest, the lowest 
member of the body, and yet he occupies nothing 
less, judicially, than the place which the Lord Jesus 
Christ occupies. Such being the case, well may we, 
like the Queen of Sheba, faint almost for astonish- 
ment, when we think of the position of dignity, 
glory, and rest, which the God of all grace has given 
us in union with Jesus Christ our Lord. 

But it is not only a position of rest in union with 
Christ, it is one of rest in communion with Christ 

In Mark ii. 1 5, we read that when " Jesus sat at 
meat in His house, many publicans and sinners sat 
also together with Jesus." That was rest in com- 
munion with Jesus ; they sat at the same table with 
ffim, they talked with Him, and they partook of the 
same food with Him. 

Again, in John xii. 2, we read how Lazarus, who 
a few days before had been lying in the grave a 
mass of corruption — dead — ^was "one of them that 
sat at the table with BQm." What a change ! taken 
from the charnel-house to sit side by side with the 
King of kings — to look into His face, to hear His 
voice, to partake of the same food, and enjoy His 
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presence. And is not this a picture of the way in 
which the believer is made to " sit together with 
Christ in heavenly places " ? There we are able to 
say, "I sat down under His shadow with great 
delight; and His fruit was sweet to my taste " (Cant, 
ii. 3). And this is not a position of one-sided enjoy- 
ment, for we may truly say that the Lord Jesus Christ 
has as much — ^nay, more — enjoyment in the company 
of His redeemed, quickened, and saved people than 
they have in Him. We say Trvorey because His heart is 
so very much greater, and is thus capable of greater 
joy. He sees those for whom He died on the cross, 
for whom He went into the grave and rose again, 
taking the place He has purchased for them, and 
He rejoices over them with singing (Zeph. iii. 15.) 

That the joy of this communion is not a one-sided 
joy, is beautifully taught in Eev. iii. 19, where the 
Lord Jesus Christ so condescendingly stands at the 
door of our heart and says, " Behold, I stand at the 
door, and knock : if any man hear My voice, and open 
the door, I will come in to him, and wiU sup with 
him, and he with Me." The joy is reciprocal ; it is 
the fullest communion between the Saviour and the 
saved. His " rest " is indeed " glorious " (Isa. xL 10). 

But it is not only a rest of union and of com- 
munion with Christ ; it is also a rest of discipleship. 
Look at the position that the Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself in grace occupied when He was upon earth. 
We read in Luke ii. 46, that " they found Him in 
the temple sitting in the midst of the doctors, both 
heariQg them and asking them questions." Not occu- 
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pying the position of a teacher, as has sometimes 
been mistakenly thought, but that of a learner. 
And it is said that all God's people shall occupy the 
position of learners, for " all His saints are in Thy 
hand; and they sat down at Thy feet; every one 
shall receive of Thy words " (Deut. xxxiii 3). We 
read of one to whom this seat was very profitable, 
and of whom it is said, "Mary hath chosen that 
good part which shall not be taken away from her." 
For she "also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard His 
word" (Luk$ x, 39). And that is our position, to 
sit humbly and quietly at His feet, day by day, and 
hour by hour, to hear His Word and learn of Him. 
Oh, what blessed fruit will be borne in our lives, if 
we take such a place in such a spirit ! Thus, our 
sitting is not only a position, a seat of union with 
Christ, and of communion with Christ, but also of 
discipleship to Christ. He bids us sit down and 
learn of Him, and if we do so He will teach us. 

But there is a further seat to be occupied yet. 
Blessed, enjoyable, and profitable as these seats 
are, there is a conflict, and weariness in life's pil- 
grimage, which make us long for the day when 
it shall be aU over, and we shall enter on the 
glorious rest of eternity. Well, we shall have it. 
There is a beautiful picture of this in Eev. iv. 4, 
"Bound about the throne were four-and twenty 
seats; and upon the seats I saw four-and twenty 
elders " (evidently representing the whole Church), 
" clothed in white raiment ; and they had on their 
heads crowns of gold." Who are these? They 
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axe the same as are referred to in Bev. vii., as 
having " washed their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb," and who are " therefore 
before the throne of God, and serve Him day and 
night in His temple." These are they who, by the 
grace of God, have overcome the world, the flesh, 
and the devil, and are now on the throne in fulfil- 
ment of the promise, " To him that overcometh will 
I grant to sit with Me in My throne, even as I also 
overcame, and am set down with My Father in His 
throne" (Eev. iii. 21). And they are once more 
referred to in Eev. xx. 4 : "I saw thrones, and they 
sat npon them, and judgment was given unto them." 
What a marvellous prospect is thus opened out to 
our view ! Nothing short of sitting with Christ on 
the throne of glory. Why, this makes all the seats 
of the earth, exalted though they may be, seem very 
small indeed. You may have a magnificent country- 
seat, but what is it compared to this seat ? You 
may have a seat amongst the monarchs of the earth, 
but it is not so glorious as that which God hath 
prepared for them that love Him. What a moment 
of glory, when, as one who has been washed in the 
blood of Christ, and clothed in His spotless righteous- 
ness, you take your seat on His throne ! 

If, then, our position be so blessed even in this 
life, and if it is to be manifested as so glorious 
hereafter, what should be its effect upon us here 
now ? Last week we saw how we should stand if 
in Christ, let us see now how we are to sit. 

For one thing we are to sit trustingly. Sit under 
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His shadow (Cant, ii 3). Jesus tells you, " Ye need 
not depart" (Matt. xiv. 16). There is no place or 
position in the world that you have any right to be 
in where you need be absent from Jesus, or distant 
from His heart of love. Many of us have been 
reading the Bible and Prayer Union chapter for 
to-day (Exodus xxviii), and what have we found 
there ? Why, that one of the places of the chil- 
dren of Israel was on the heart of the high priest. 
Graven on precious stones and fastened by chains 
of gold on that breastplate, their names were borne 
on the throbbing heart of Aaron. Every pulsation 
of his heart communicated a movement to his breast- 
plate of splendid jewels. That is just where we are, 
on the loving heart of Jesus. And is that not a 
position where we may abide trustingly ? And if 
we are seated there, what lessons may we not learn, 
even as Mary, who sat at the feet of Jesus, and as 
John, who leaned on Jesus' bosom. Ah, you can 
learn many secrets if you rest there ; sitting under 
His shadow, abiding on the very heart of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Eemember, moreover, that this position is not one 
only to be attained and enjoyed after many years of 
Christian life. It was the very first place in which 
he was found, who but a few minutes before had 
been possessed by a legion of devils. For he was 
^^ sitting at the feet of Jesus " (Luke viii. 35). 

Then, for another thing,* sit quietly. Tour 
" strength is to sit still " (Isa. xxx. 7). How much 
trouble and anxiety we bring on ourselves by not 
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sitting still ! Last week we spoke of standing still, 
but standing still is not such a resting position as 
sitting still. There is so much hurry and bustle even 
in spiritual things. But we do not get any further 
by our restlessness and hurrying hither and thither. 
The thing is, to sit still in the presence of the Saviour, 
and let Him work in us and direct us. That wiU 
not hinder our activity or repress our energy. 

When you travel by train you take your seat in 
the carriage, and do not run up and down in it in 
the hope of getting on quickly. Your strength is 
in sitting stiU, and letting the train carry you. And 
so, if you abide in Him, you shall find the truth of 
that sweet promise, " Come imto Me, and I will rest 
you ; " for so it is literally, and not as in the English 
version, " I will give you rest." A mother gives her 
child rest when she puts it to bed, but she " rests " 
it when she carries it in her arms. So Jesus does 
not merely give us rest, but He rests us. What 
peace this gives ! 

Was it not thus in that time of agony with Mary, 
when her brother was dead, and when the Master 
seemed so long in answering their appeal ? While 
Martha was restless, " Mary sat still in the house." 

There are few, if any, who do not need, in circum- 
stances of anxiety and suspense, the word spoken by 
Naomi to Euth, " Sit still, my daughter, until thou 
know how the matter will faU." And what strength 
it gives thus to sit still, when we know concerning 
the Lord Jesus, as Euth was assured concerning 
Boaz, that " the man will not be in rest, until he 
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have finished the thing." To know that He under- 
takes our cause, and will most certainly carry it to a 
successful issue, is that which will enable us to sit 
quietly, though in the midst of trouble (Euth. iii 1 8). 

Then, again, we must sit huwhly, God does not 
mean to elevate us unduly. He gives us the highest 
place in creation ; we are made kings and priests in 
union with Christ ; yet, as we have seen, we must 
sit "at His feet." Though borne on His shoulder, 
and worn on His heart, we are still disciples and 
servants. And I believe it is only when we know 
our true position of dignity and glory that we can 
really walk humbly with our God. It is when we 
know the height to which God has raised us in union 
with Christ that we learn to descend with a glad heart 
to the place of humility before God and man. 

How expressively is this exhibited in the life of 
Jesus! When He was about to undertake the 
lowest act of service He ever undertook on earth — 
short of going to the cross — and to wash the feet of 
His disciples, it is said, " Jesus knowing that the 
Father had given all things into His hands, and that 
He was come from God, and went to God ; He riseth 
from supper, and laid aside His garments, and took 
a towel, and girded Himself. After that He poureth 
water into a basin, and began to wa^h the disciples' 
feet " (John xiii 3-5). It was in the full conscious- 
ness of His Divine right to occupy the throne of the 
universe that He stooped to the very lowest service. 
And it is when we know the position that God has 
given us, by His grace, that we are able to stoop 
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lower than others, because we are sure of our position. 
A person who is uneasy with regard to his right to 
move in this or that society is very careful to do 
nothing that would appear to derogate from the 
position which he claims. Not so with those who 
know their undoubted right; they may do many 
such things, because they know that so long as it is 
nothing dishonourable or bad, however humble the 
act, it cannot touch their real position. So, while 
sure of our exalted dignity, let us sit very humbly 
before God, ready to hear His voice and obey. 

And now one word as to where the people of God 
are Tiot to sit They are not to sit among the worldly. 
The ancient people of God recorded a sad chapter in 
their history when they said, "By the rivers of 
Babylon, there we sat down" (Ps. cxxxvii i). No 
wonder they added, " Tea, we wept." They were in 
the wrong place. Babylon was not the place for 
the people of God. They were never meant to go 
there. They had grievously rebelled, and they were 
sent there on account of their sin. So they hanged 
their harps on the willows by the rivers of Babylon, 
and they sat down and wept when they remembered 
Zion. Ah! take care; the rivers of Babylon are 
flowing all aroimd you in London, and you need 
nothing less than the grace of the Wing God to keep 
you from seeking to satisfy yourselves at these earthly 
streams. It was one of the charges brought against 
the people of God by the prophet, that they had 
" forgotten their resting-place " (Jer. i. 6). Do not 
forget yours. Once forget that you are seated in 
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Christ Jesus, and you will be proof against none of the 
attractions of this world ; you will sit in the seat of 
the scornful, as weU as stand in the way of sinners 
(see Ps. i i). 

How sad is the record of the fall of Peter 1 And 
how it illustrates the downward course of many! 
He began by sleeping when he should have been 
watching and praying with Jesus ; then he followed 
" afar off," when he should have been " following 
hard" after Him; then the next thing is, he is 
sitting with the servants of the high priest, warm- 
ing himseK by their fire, and making himself com- 
fortable there (Luke xxii. 5 5). Is it any wonder 
that then there came his great faU, his denial of 
Jesus ? So it is with Christians very often. They 
begin by neglecting prayer, then they foUow afar 
off, then they sit down with those who are servants 
of this world, then they faU into some grievous sin. 
There must be weeping then, and the harps that 
should have sounded the praise of God hang idly 
on the willows by the rivers of Babylon. The Lord 
in His mercy restore any such ! 

Lastly, a word to any who, seeing the glorious 
position of the children of God, are saying, " I should 
like to enjoy it. Oh, that it were mine ! I see 
something of its beauty, but it seems to elude my 
grasp. I struggle, I try my best, I pray ; but some- 
how or other I never seem able to attain it." No ; 
you never wiU attain it by all your struggling, and 
trying, and praying. That is not God's way. It 
can only be yours by union with Christ. He has 
done the work; you have not to do it. He has 
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finished the work, and is set down at the Father's 
right hand. You can add nothing to what He has 
done ; but if you trust Him, you shall enter into and 
enjoy the result of all. Is there one here who is 
longing to get this blessed union with Christ, com- 
munion with Christ, discipleship at the feet of Christ, 
and eventually glory with Christ ? To such I say, 
CoTM^and take what God has given you. As I came 
along in the train, I heard at the different stations 
the words, " Take your seats ! take your seats ! " 
and I thought, that is what God is saying to poor 
lost sinners, " Come, and take your seats ! " You 
have not to pay your fare, it is paid already ; you 
have not to provide your seat, it is already provided. 
You have but to take it ; it is in the Lord Jesus 
Christ for you. 

How did these publicans and sinners, of whom 
we have spoken, get associated with Jesus in the 
way they did ? Why, they believed in His love ; 
and while the Scribes and Pharisees stood afar off, 
trying to make themselves good enough to get to 
heaven, these people who knew that they had no 
goodness of their own came to Him as they were, 
sat down with Him at the table, and found that 
heaven was begun below. 

Let not your sins keep you away from Him ; it is 
still true, as of old, " This Man receiveth sinners ! " 
His heart is still full of love for you ; His arms are 
still stretched out for you; His voice still says, 
" Come unto Me ! " and, " him that cometh unto 
Me, I will in no wise cast out ! " 
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III. 

THE WALK OF THE CHRISTIAN, 

On the past two occasions we have been considering 
the position of the children of God as described 
under two expressions, viz., "the standing of His 
people," and " the sitting of His servants." But we 
can all understand that if God gives those who trust 
in His dear Son such a wonderful position of near- 
ness to Him, it is but as a preliminary to something 
more. The standing-place of God's people is not 
meant to be, and ought not to be, a stopping-place, 
but rather a starting-point. And if God has given 
us rest, it is not that we should relax our efforts, 
but that we should use every power in His service. 
In short, the life of the believer is a life of progress. 

Progress is the law of nature ; and whether you 
contemplate the mightiest planet that rolls in the 
heavens, or the humblest herb that grows on the 
earth, you find that there is progress. Standing still 
— there is none in nature, and there can be, or there 
ought to be, none in grace. 

Having, therefore, first of all, considered the posi- 
tion of God's people as standing before Him, and as 
seated with Christ in the heavenlies, I will devote 
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the remaining two addresses of this series to the 
consideration of the progress of the people of God, 
and that as described under two other expressions 
in the Scriptures, namely, "walking," and "run- 
ning." 

The believer's walk is then our subject now, and 
it is a very, very large one. If you take your 
Concordance, and look out all the passages that 
speak of the believer's walk, you will find abundant 
scope for profitable meditation. In the Epistle to 
the ' Ephesians alone you will find seven " walks " 
mentioned. It is impossible, therefore, for me to- 
day to do more than touch lightly on some promi- 
nent passages which exhibit the life of the Christian 
as a walk. And if we look, first of all, at the 
believer's pathy and then at the character of \r& 
walk, both as regards God and his feUow-creatures, 
we shall find much to comfort us, and a good deal 
of food to supply us with strength to go on our 
way. 

First, then, with regard to the path in which the 
believer is privileged to walk, I would remind you 
that it is a straight path. " I will cause them to 
walk by the rivers of waters in a straight way, 
wherein they shall not stumble " (Jer. xxxi. 9). 
And look at the reason which is given for that 
promise, "For I am a Father to Israel." What 
parent here would think of launching his child on 
a crooked path in life ? So far as we can do so, 
we seek to put our children in those paths of life 
which ehall be straight for them, and we would not 
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willingly put stumbling-blocks in their way. So is 
it with our Father, and He sets us an example when 
He says, " I wiU cause them to walk in a straight 
way." Notice, too, that whilst it is a straight way, 
at the same time it is a path in which there is 
refreshment ; for it is by the "rivers of waters." 

Then, again, the believer's path is a narrow way. 
" Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 
leadeth unto life" (Matt. vii. 14). It is narrow 
because it is fenced in by God, who has carefully 
built suflSciently high walls to fence it on either side, 
so that we may not step out of the way, and that 
foes from without may not enter in. It is a very 
narrow way, and yet wonderfully broad too; for 
" Thy commandments are exceeding broad." There 
is plenty of room in it for us to move freely, and 
to enjoy ourselves. People who seek to walk with 
God are continually termed "narrow-minded people." 
We need not mind that. If we adhere to God's 
way, we shall find it quite broad enough. As it is 
said of heavenly wisdom — 

" Her ways are ways of pleasantness, 
And all her paths are peace." 

— Frov, iiL 17, 

But while it is a pleasant way, it is not always 
smooth. There are depths and heights, valleys and 
hills. There are hills of transfiguration, high places 
of glorious sunshine ; but there are also valleys of 
darkness — valleys of " trouble," valleys of " the 
ahaAow ot death." It is, therefore, often a trying 
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way. It may sometimes lead through the fire and 
water, yet deliverance is promised, " When thou 
passest through the waters, I will be with thee; 
and through the rivers, they shaH not overflow thee : 
when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be 
burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon thee " 
(Isa. xliii. 2). Whatever, therefore, is represented 
by deep waters and scorching fire, and is allowed 
from time to time to fall to the lot of the pilgrim 
on his way to his eternal home, he is at the same 
time assured that he shall be brought safely 
through. 

There is always a good foothold for us. " An 
highway shall be there, and a way ; and it shall be 
called the way of holiness." An highway, not 
paved merely with good intentions or resolutions, 
as is the case with man's ways, but with the ex- 
ceediBg great and precious pronlises of the living 
God. The King Himself has prepared the way; 
and more than that. He has trodden every inch of 
it Himself, and has left His footmarks clearly 
impressed, that we may know where to walk. 
Sometimes it may be in light, sometimes in the 
darkness; not the darkness of sin, but of God's 
providential dealings with us, as described in Isa. 
1. 10. And yet at the same time it is a very 
bright path, for "the path of the just is as a shin- 
ing light, that shineth more and more imto the. 
perfect day" (Prov. iv. 18). 

Next, as to the character of the believer's walk — 
In the first place, as regards God, it is before 
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Him, There is a very plain direction for God's 
servants in Gen. xviL i, where God appears to 
Abram, and says, " I am the Almighty God ; walk 
before Me, and be thou perfect." What does that 
mean ? It is, Walk in My presence ; don't go out 
of it. " Walk in the light, as He is in the light." 
Walk imder the eye of God. What a privilege ' 
It is not merely going into His presence, as we 
would go into the presence of the Queen, and coming 
out of it again ; but it is abiding in it, walking be- 
fore Him continually. There is great comfort for the 
believer in knowing that wherever he is (of course, in 
the path of duty, and in the }ight), he walks in Grod's 
presence, and imder the eye of his Father. 

Again, not only is it in God's presence, but it is 
a walk with God. We read of Enoch and Noah, 
that they " walked with God." That implies com- 
panionship — ^holding His hand, leaning on His arm, 
having fellowship with Him, abiding with Him, 
dwelling imder the shadow of His wings, deriving 
real grace and strength from Him. It seems almost 
too good to be true, and yet, thanks be to God, it 
is revealed in His Word. God grant that we may, 
each one of us, recognise that it is our privilege to 
walk with Him continually ! 

" So shall my walk be close with God, 
Calm and serene my frame ; 
So purer light shall mark the road 
That leads me to the Lamb." 

The believer's walk is, moreover, not only before 
God, and with God, but it is also after Christ, since 
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'* Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, 
that ye should follow His steps " (i Pet. u. 2 1). As 
much as to say that He has left footprints aU along 
the way, footprints which His servants are to fol- 
low : and there is not a single place in the path 
prescribed for us, where, if the eye be keen and 
spirit alert, we may not trace the holy footsteps of 
the Lord and Master. But in order to do that, we 
must foUow closely, and not, like Peter, of whom we 
spoke last week, " afar off." 

It is said that the Indians in America, when 
they are passing through the forest and fear the 
presence of enemies, walk in single file ; and that 
each man treads exactly in the* footsteps of the one 
who precedes him, in order that the enemy may 
not know how many have passed that way. It 
looks like the track of one man. But in order to 
do that, they must foUow each other very closely ; 
otherwise, the wind, or its own. natural bent, 
will raise the grass, and the footsteps wUl be 
lost. 

Is there not a lesson for us there? Are we 
seeking to follow in the footsteps of Christ ? Then 
we must keep close to Him. " He that saith he 
abideth in Him, ought himself so to walk even as 
He walked." We shall find all His footsteps in the 
Word of God. There we have the blessed example 
of His most holy life. We should not then have 
to say, "I do not know what to do under such 
circumstances." If we are reaUy intimate with 
the example of our Lord Himself, we shaU know 
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what He would have us do, and where He would 
have us walk. 

But it is not only a walk before God, and with 
Him, and a walk after Christ ; it is also a walk in 
the power of the Holy Ghost It is only by the 
power of the Holy Ghost that we are able to trace 
the footprints of Jesus, and to foUow in His steps. 
Yes, it is only in the power of the Holy Gnost 
dwelling in us, and being allowed to work un- 
hindered and ungrieved, that we are able to tread 
this blessed pathway. " Walk in the Spirit " is the 
exhortation (Gal. v. 1 6) ; and surely if He bids us 
" walk in the Spirit," it is because He has given us 
His Spirit. There may be, and there ought to be, 
a more abiding and abundant sense of His presence, 
a fuller baptism of the Holy Ghost; but every 
believer in the Lord Jesus Christ has already 
received the Spirit of adoption, whereby he cries, 
"Abba, Father." "Walk in the Spirit" is not, 
therefore, a command like that of Pharaoh, when 
he commanded the Israelites to make bricks without 
straw ; the power and means are provided for us. 
It is a command susceptible of being obeyed in 
every point, to the glory of God, and blessing to 
our own souls. 

So much for the character of our walk in relation 
to God (though there are many more points we 
might have touched upon) ; and now, what do we 
find concerning it in relation to others. There are 
many exhortations with respect to this in the Word 
of God. 
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With regard to our Christian brethren and neigh- 
bours, we are to " walk in love" " Walk in love, as 
Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Himself 
for us " (Eph. V. 2). We may not all see exactly 
alike in every matter, but however that may be, we 
can walk in love, speak the truth in love, and act 
in the ways of love one to another. If we took 
this as our ruling principle in life, what bitter 
feelings and sad hearts it would save ! What a 
number of vain repetitions of things we hear about 
other people it would prevent ! If we walked in 
love, loving our neighbours as we do ourselves, 
what a blessed and holy influence would emanate 
from the life and actions of every child of God ! It 
would be the very life of Christ on eartL And 
what could be more glorifying to God, and more 
happy for ourselves? The power for this is put 
within our reach ; and the principle comprises every 
relation of the child of God towards his brethren. 

But, then, there are some opposed to the truth. 
How are we to walk towards the world ? We have 
the rule in Col. iv. 5 : " Walk in wisdom toward 
them that are without, redeeming the time." If we 
comprehended this principle how differently should 
we act ! Should we be losing golden opportunities 
as we do ? How many opportunities we have had 
which we might have used for Christ's sake ! What 
might we not have done in the past had we really 
understood how short the time, how limited the 
opportunities of doing good? Did we realise the 
state of those who are not bom again to etema 
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life, what energies, what activity, what zeal there 
would be in our hearts, and going forth in our Kfe, 
and in our walk towards them that are without ! 
Should we not use every means and every oppor- 
tunity to bring them who are not yet Christ's to a 
saving knowledge of Him ? 

But not only are we to walk in love and in 
wisdom, but we are to walk lionestly (i Thess. iv. 
1 2). Walk so as to have a good report of all around 
you. True Christianity is the most practical religion 
you can have ; it regulates everyday life ; it descends 
to the minutest details of the daily walk ; it points 
out how we are to behave before God, amongst our 
brethren, and toward those who are not yet saved ; 
it leaves nothing out. There is a charge made by 
some that it is a mere string of doctrines which 
exercise no practical effect on daily life. There 
may, alas ! be some ground in the life of Christians 
for such a charge, but that is not the fault of 
Christianity ; it is our fault who fail to live up to 
it. The Scriptures plainly show that those who 
have been justified by faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and saved by Him from the wrath to come, 
are those upon whom God caUs to lead a blame- 
less, honest, and upright life in every single little 
detail. 

Then, again, we are urged to "walk circumspectly" 
(Eph. V. 15). The word " circumspectly " means rfe/Z- 
nitely. Have a distinct purpose; do not lead an 
inconsistent, shilly-shally sort of life — one day in 
the world, another day out of the world. Gx)d 
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demands a definite walk — something very distinct 
and clear before the world. 

Once more, walk steadily. It is promised that 
"they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall walk, and not faint." They 
shall go on steadily and perseveringly. It is not 
a brisk walk in the ways of God on Sunday, and 
then a relapse into an easy-going life on Monday ; 
but it is a steady, continuous, abiding walk with 
God, day by day, and moment by moment, that is 
needed. " Be not weary in well-doing." 

And now, as I ended on the last two occasions 
with some practical counsels from the Word of 
God as to standing and sitting, so would I conclude 
these thoughts relative to our walk. 

For one thing, take a good view of your present 
possessions. We may take to ourselves that com- 
mand which was given to Abram in Gen. xiii. 17, 
* "Arise, walk thrcmgh the land, in the length of it, and 
the breadth of it, for I wiU give it thee." That is, 
go as far as you can ; don't be limited or circum- 
scribed in your spu-itual life. Some people are so 
afraid of what is called " going to extremes." Well, 
if what is caUed an extreme be what God's Word 
authorises, then go on in God's name. We are so 
afraid of being thought peculiar or conspicuous. 
As God told Abram to go up and down the land 
and enjoy it, so He tells us to enjoy our posses- 
sions in Christ, and claim as much of the land as 
ever we can. Do not be afraid to walk up and 
down through the land, and to take a good view 
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of all God has given you. You will find good finiit 
in it, even grapes of EshcoL Do not be circum- 
scribed in your notions, or straitened in your 
thoughts, and desires, and expectations. Do sua 
Abraham did ; he embraced and believed the pro- 
mise, and enjoyed it, though not an inch of the 
land was then his, and thereby he confessed that he 
was a stmnger and a pilgrim. 

For another thing, take a good view of the glory to 
come, " Walk about Zion, go round about her; tell 
the towers thereof. Mark ye well her bulwarks, 
consider her palaces, that ye may tell it to the 
generation following " (Ps. xlviii. 1 2). We are glad 
enough, as a rule, to go hither and thither, and see 
marvellous sights. Perhaps many have been to 
Paris to see the Great Exhibition. But far beyond 
the joy of any earthly sight we can see, whether it 
be the beautiful scenery of Scotland or Switzerland, 
is the joy of beholding " the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love Him." And we are 
permitted, nay, invited, to encourage our hearts by 
the contemplation of future glory. " Walk about 
Zion." What does that mean ? Get a good view, 
80 far as it is revealed in God's Word, of the glory 
to come. We are, alas ! so engrossed with the petty 
and passing glories of this world, that we fail to see 
those which are to come, and therefore our walk is 
below the level of what God would have it to be. 
" Walk about Zion." What for? That ye may tell 
its glory to others. When people come home from 
Paris or Switzerland, they are so full of the wonder- 
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fill things that they have seen, that they must needs 
tell them to others, till at length these exclaim, 
" We should like to go too, and see these things." 
K such be the result of telling of earthly things, 
how blessed would be the consequences if our souls 
were so Med and fired with the glories of the New 
Jerusalem, that we should teU them to others, and 
that thus they should be stirred to come and see for 
themselves. 

Then, again, walk in good company. We read, 
" Walk in the way of good men, and keep the paths 
of the righteous" (Prov. ii. 20) ; and in the previous 
chapter we are exhorted not to walk in the ways of 
sinners, to refrain our feet from their path. There is 
more danger and damage done to the believer's soul 
by walking in bad company than by almost anything 
else. I need not allude here to the company of the 
openly vicious, profligate, or profane — we all know 
that such company is unprofitable and dangerous ; 
but I refer to the company of the worldly, those 
whose aim in life is not that of glorifying God. A 
man is known by the company he keeps, and is 
insensibly influenced by that company. " Why did 
God tell His people of old so strictly to abstain from 
fellowship with the nations around them? That 
they might not learn their sins. They were not to 
cultivate their society, adopt their habits, or partake 
of their amusements. When they did, they suffered 
for it. Is there a Christian here who cannot tell of 
some such experience ? We know that nothing drags 
us down from the level of a walk with God so much 
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as habitual, or eyen occasional, communion with the 
world, and men of the world. Of course, we must 
have to do with the world while we are in it. God 
has left us in it for a purpose. Business must be 
done, the duties of life must be dischargee! towards 
those who are not of one mind with us, and who are 
not travelling the same road with us ; but that is a 
very different thing from wilfully walking with them 
in their ways. John Newton used to say that a 
Christian should go into the world as a man goes to 
do his business in a shower of rain — get out of it as 
quickly as he can. 

You find, lastly, a very blessed and useful path 
marked out for the believer — ^that of " good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk 
in them " (Eph. ii. i o). 

The passage in which this sentence appears shows 
how closely connected are the position and progress 
of the believer; for it is immediately after the 
description which has been given of him, as " made 
to sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus,*' 
that it is declared that the purpose for which he has 
been created anew is that he should " walk in good 
works." And the knowledge that this path is 
" ordained," or, more literally, " prepared," for us by 
God, gives peace to our hearts and power to our lives. 
It takes away all over-anxiety as to the kind of work 
we should do, since it relieves us from the necessity 
of choosing it for ourselves ; and it strengthens us 
to do the work which God has appointed, by the 
assurance that it is all, as it were, cut out for us, 
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and that He who has prepared the path of service 
will not be behindhand in providing the resources 
by which alone we can be fitted to make progress 
in it. This, then, is a comprehensive description of 
the believer's walk. He is not brought into the 
family of God to be an idler, a dreamer. He is 
born again that he may bring forth fruit unto 
holiness. He is saved that he may serve ; washed 
from his sins that he may walk in good works and 
thus glorify his Saviour. 

In conclusion, let me remind you, that one thing 
is indispensable before we can walk, and that is life, 
A corpse cannot walk ; neither can men and women 
dead in trespasses and sins walk in the ways of God. 
There may be the semblance of it, but a walk before 
God, or with God, or after Christ, or in the power 
of the Holy Ghost, there cannot be. We have all 
heard of dead bodies being galvanised into apparent 
life ; but it is not life ; withdraw the electric cur- 
rent, and it is still a lifeless corpse. So there must 
be life from God ere you can walk with God. There- 
fore, the first thing is to get life. Have you got it ? 
If not, how are you to get it ? From the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Look to Him, and He will give it you. Yea, 
more. He will be your life. God has given Him to 
be the life of all who come unto Him; and the 
moment you receive Christ as your own, that 
moment you get eternal life. " Whosoever believeth 
in Him shall not perish, but have everlasting life." 
Then it is that these commands to walk no longer 
seem impossibilities, but appear to us as that which 



48 THE WALK OF THE CHKISTIAN. 

God has put within our power. Look unto Him, 
and be saved. With all thy getting, get Ufe ; and 
get it, as you may do, now, 

" There is life for a look at the Crucified One, 
There is life at this moment for thee ; 
Then look, sinner, look unto Him, and be saved. 
Unto Him who was nailed to the tree. 
Look ! look I look and live ! 
There is life for a look at the Crucified One, 
There is life at this moment for thee. 

" Then take with rejoicing from Jesus at once 
The life everlasting He gives, 
And know with assurance thou never canst die, 
Since Jesus, thy righteousness, lives. 
Look ! look ! look and live ! 
.There is life for a look at the Crucified One, 
There is life at this moment for thee. " 

Look thus, and God cannot, on accoimt of His 
own Word, send you away without life. He wiU 
save you now and for ever. 
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IV. 

THE RACE OF THE BELIEVER. 

We have now before us the last of the series of 
subjects whiQh we have been considering. And as 
m the first two we took up the POSITION" of the 
believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, as described in 
the words of Scripture by the terms *^ standing'* 
and *^ sitting" so in the last two we have the 
believer's PEOGEESS, as described by the terms, 
"walking" and "running" This order was de- 
signedly followed, because it is indispensable that 
our position in Christ should be assured before we 
can make any progress in Christ. In other words, 
as I have already said, the sinner must have life 
before he can lead a new life ; and if he is to make 
progress at all, he must know his position in Christ. 
He must know the standing which God has given 
him, he must know where he is seated with Christ 
in heavenly places, before he can take a single step 
in the pathway which God has appointed for him, 
or run the race which is set before him. 

The subject of the believer's race brings before 
us the Christian's onward progress under a chax- 

D 
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acter whicli demands more energy, more zeal, 
more perseverance, and more strength; in other 
words, it represents it in a far more arduous aspect. 
It is well to remember tlus, for we are apt to be of 
the opinion of Mr. By-Ends, who was very content 
to travel in the Christian path when religion wore 
her silver slippers. We must not forget that the 
position of a believer in Christ is one of the greatest 
responsibiUty, and demands the putting forth of 
every atom of spiritual energy and power which he 
can obtain from the living God. We cannot go to 
heaven on beds of ease. Our Master's pathway 
was not one of ease, and " the servant is not above 
his Master, nor the disciple above lus Lord." If, 
then, we desire to reach the end of the pilgrimage 
in such a way as to bring glory to Him who 
redeemed us, we must fully count the cost, and 
understand that our progress should be nothing less 
from the beginning to the end than, in the words 
of Scripture, a race. 

Let us, on the present occasion, look, first, at the 
participators in this race ; then at the course that 
they have to run ; then at the equipment that is 
needed for every runner ; and, lastly, at the prize in 
view. 

First of all, then, who are the runners? In 
2 Tim. ii. S, we read, "If a man also strive for 
mastery, yet is he not crowned, except he strive 
lawfully." That is, he who would win a prize 
must observe and adhere to the regulations laid 
down for the contest. Whether it be running, 
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or wrestling, he is not crowned, except he strive 
lawfully, or according to the conditions prescribed. 
Now, what are the conditions under which the 
believer is to take part in this race to glory ? 

I believe that amongst the conditions of the 
games to which the Apostle refers were these : The 
competitor must have a good character ; he must be 
a free man, not a slave ; he must be of good birth, 
and be able to prove his genealogy. Without com- 
plying with these regulations he could not be 
admitted to the contest. And all these conditions 
are indispensable for us if we are to run this race. 

We must have a good character. Towards the 
end of I Cor. ix, the Apostle exhorts the runners — 
" So run, that ye may obtain ; '* and in the previous 
part of the epistle he gives us a clear description 
of the character of those whom he thus addressed. 
They were " sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints " 
(i Cor. i 2); and after reminding them of their 
previous bad character in the strongest terms, he 
says, " Such were some of you : but ye are washed, 
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our 
Grod" (i Cor. vi. 11). They were therefore in the 
possession of an unimpeachable character ; and this 
is an indispensable preliminary to the commence- 
ment of the contest. If we think that the Christian 
race is one whict is to end in the attainment of 
pardon and salvation, we make a fatal mistake — it 
"begins with these. We must start with the forgive- 
ness of sins assured, with the possession of eternal 



52 THE BACE OF THE BELIEVER. 

salvation and everlasting life. Our sins must have 
been washed away by the precious blood of Christ, 
or we shall never be admitted as competitors in this 
great struggle for the crown. But, thank God, that 
is a character which belongs to every believer in 
Christ. Whatever your former character, He blots 
it out, and gives you a good one ; then it is that 
those who were termed sinners are called saints. 
They are justified, regenerated, sanctified ; they have 
no longer the old bad character, but having a good 
character in Jesus Christ, they fulfil one of the pre- 
liminary conditions of the race. 

But, then, a man who would run or strive must 
be a free man, and so must we. We must be free 
from the condemnation of the law, as well as from 
a burdened conscience. We must be free from 
the power of the world, the flesh, and the devil. 
Then, and then only, are we fitted to engage in this 
contest. And, thank God, this is true of every 
believer. " There is therefore now no condemnation 
to them that are in Christ Jesus." "The law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made (him) 
free from the law of sin and death." The bonds 
that held him in the grasp of sin are broken ; the 
truth has made him free, and he is " free indeed." 

For another thing, the runner who hopes to win 
the prize must be of good birth ; there must be no 
flaw in his descent, he must be able to prove his 
genealogy. So must we ; for over the portals that 
lead to the course on which our race is to be run 
are written these words : " Except a man be bom 



THE BACE OF THE BELIEVER. 53 

again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." You 
must be born again by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, you must have a new nature imparted to 
you, you must become the children of God by faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and then, in the possession 
of that new and eternal life, you are fitted to run 
the race set before you. And, thank God, that is 
true of every Christian, He could not, indeed, be a 
Christian if he were not converted unto God. If he 
has received Christ, he has a new and an eternal 
life, he is born of the Spirit of God, and has been 
made a partaker of the Lord Jesus Christ now and 
for ever. 

Such are the conditions which must be complied 
with ere the arena of the Christian race can be 
entered. So far from the race being one which has 
salvation as its goal, it is only the saved who are 
admitted to participation in it. But if saved by 
the precious blood of Christ, you are immediately 
allowed to enter the lists, you are called upon to 
gird yourself to run for the crown. 

Let us next look at the course. For one thing, it 
is a course that is " set before us " (Heb. xii. i). It 
is not a path that we have to choose for ourselves. It 
is not one which we are to find out by dint of great 
eflfort of our own. No ; it is one which is "set before 
us." We may not be able to see the end of it, but 
we can always see enough to take the next step. As 
we take that step the mist rolls away, we see a firm 
foothold and good groimd before us, and each suc- 
ceeding step is made dear. God has set a pathway 
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before each one of us, and we need never be in any 
perplexity, if we only look to God's Word as to the 
course in which we are to run, for it is defined by 
the commandments of God. "I will run in the 
way of Thy commandments" (Ps. cxix 32). A 
close study of God's Word, searching to know His 
will, will always reveal to us (if we come with 
honest minds, hearts willing to be taught, and a 
single eye to the glory of God) the pathway which 
God has marked out for us. Then, "running the 
way of His commandments," as the Collect has it, 
we shall " obtain His promises, which exceed all we 
can desire." 

But lest there be any doubt as to the way, we 
have yet another intimation given to us of the right 
path. It is one which follows the footsteps of 
Jesus. "We will run after Thee'* (Cant, i 4). 
Thus, as in the walk of the believer, so in his race, 
he follows after Christ, and has an example left for 
him in the life of his Master on earth, as recorded 
in His blessed Word, and he need therefore never 
be in doubt as to how to go forward. 

And now, as to the equipment; and this we must 
look at from both the negative and the positive 
side. 

First, as to the negative side, or what we are not 
to wear. We are to "lay aside every weight" 
(Heb. xii. i). No man would be so foolish as to 
think of attempting to run a long race, in the hope 
of winning a prize, encumbered with needless weights. 
Such an one would soon lag behind* No, his first 
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thought would be, when about to strive for the 
mastery, What can I lay aside that will hinder me 
in my course ? We must do the same. But, alas I 
is it not frequently exactly the opposite? While 
taking the position of racers to glory, do we not 
often load ourselves, as the prophet Habakkuk says, 
"with thick clay"? — thus putting weights, un- 
necessary and hurtful weights, on the heart, the 
hands, the shoulders, and the feet. We load our- 
selves with worldliness in different forms. Is there 
'any wonder, when no effort is put forth to lay aside 
these weights, but when, on the contrary, so many 
Christians carry as much as possible along with 
them, that their condition instead of being a progress, 
is a constant backsKding and slipping down into the 
miry clay, from which the Lord Jesus Christ died 
and rose again to deliver us. Every weight must 
be laid aside if you are to be a successful runner. 

But there is something else to be laid aside — 
" the sin which doth so easily beset us " (Heb. xii i). 
Not simply, I believe, what we call besetting sins, 
that is, predominant sin, but all sin. The sins 
which encompass and lie about you, clogging your 
onward progress, "put off all these; anger, wrath, 
malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your 
mouth" (Col. iii 8). So again in i Pet. ii i, 
" Laying aside all malice, and all guile, and all evil 
speaking." In fact, whatever the Word of God 
forbids, whatever your conscience, enlightened by 
the Holy Spirit of God and guided by the 
teaching of His Word, would be inclined as by a 
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natural instinct to reject, you must, if you axe to be 
a successful runner, at all cost lay aside. What- 
ever it may be, it is well worth while to give it up 
rather than to find yourself hindered in running the 
race set before you. 

I have read of a boy, in the South of France, who 
was out in the forest engaged in seeking eggs. He 
put ]^3 hand into a hole in the trunk of a large 
forest tree, and as he did so the branch on which he 
stood snapped, and he felL His hand was caught 
in the hole, and there he hung by his hand to the 
tree. He was alone in the forest ; his sad cries for 
help were in vain ; and there he must have hung 
until he died. But he felt that it was better to live 
maimed than to die there, and though only twelve 
years old, he pulled out his clasp-knife from his 
pocket, and began to hack at his wrist. Painful as 
it was, he kept bravely on tiU he had cut through 
the wrist, and he was free. It was better to lose 
his hand than his life. 

What a lesson for us ! What darling sin is keep- 
ing you down to-day ? What is it that makes you 
feel that you cannot get on ? Are you, like hun- 
dreds of Christians, feeling that you know but 
little of Christ and the light of His countenance." 
What is the reason ? Probe your conscience to 
the quick, and let the light of the Word of God 
pierce to the depths of your soul, and you wiU find 
that it is some secret sin — ^rolled as a sweet morsel 
under the tongue — that prevents the joy of the 
salvation of God from flooding your souL Tou 
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cannot make progress so long as you allow any 
sin, whether a particular besetting sin or any other, 
to cling to you. Exercise self-deniaL " Every one 
that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all 
things. So run that ye may obtain " (i Cor. ix. 24). 

But then there is the positive side of equipment, 
—the putting on. Let us see of what it consists. 

For one thing, the runner must be well shod — he 
must have good shoes. So must you, and such are 
provided for you. They are the shoes of " the pre- 
paration (the preparedness) of the Gospel of peace " 
(Eph. vi. 15). You must have these shoes if you 
are to run successfully ; otherwise, the sharp rocks 
and thorns which you tread upon will soon disable 
you. You must have the preparedness of spirit, 
the readiness which is only to be attained by a full 
and practical knowledge of Christ as a personal and 
. living Saviour. The Gospel- of peace must be not 
only admired and listened to, but received and 
rested upon, if you are to run this race with any 
success at all. Then, with these shoes on, you 
shall be as the Israelites of old, of one tribe of 
whom we read, "Thy shoes shall be iron and 
brass" (Deut. xxxiii. 25); nothing can pierce 
through them to injure the feet. You shall be 
strong to endure the roughness of the way, and, 
like the Israelites in the wilderness, your shoes 
shall not wear out. You say, perhaps, " Shoes of 
' iron and brass would not be very comfortable." 
But mark what precedes, " Let him dip his foot in 
oiL" With the foot dipped in oil, there would be 
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no difficulty in wearing such shoes of strength. Or, 
to drop metaphor, when your soul is baptized with 
the Holy Ghost, you will find no difficulty in wear- 
ing this part of the equipment which God has 
provided. These are beautiful shoes. People 
think a great deal about their shoes — their make, 
their appearance, their endurance; but what does 
Christ say about the feet that have such shoes as 
these ? " How beautiful are thy feet with shoes, O 
prince's daughter" (Cant. vii. i). He loves to see 
His children well shod, and thus prepared to run 
His errands and do His work. He loves to see 
them with firm tread thus pressing onward to the 
celestial city, laying aside everything that would 
hinder them. And how quick those shoes make 
you to do His work. Surely it was thus shod that 
Philip went to meet the eunuch, for when the 
Spirit said, "Go near, and join thyseK to this 
chariot," Philip ^^ran thither." There was no re- 
luctance. Why ? Because he had " the preparation 
of the Gospel of peace " on his heart and lips, and 
burned to tell the stranger the glad news. So he 
ran. Or those others who were so full of joy at the 
news that Christ was risen that they longed to tell 
the other disciples, and so " they departed quickly 
from the sepulchre, with fear and great joy; and did 
run to bring His disciples word " (Matt, xxviii 8). 
But not only must we have good shoes, we need 
a good girdle. The same chapter in Ephesians 
describes that girdle. "Having your loins girt 
about with trutL" It is mentioned there primarily 
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in connection with " standing " fast ; but it is a 
great help in running, as well as in standing. lu 
Eastern countries, and even in our own land, you 
will see men who are about to engage in an arduous 
contest gird up their loins. They like to have a 
firm belt round the seat of human strength, and it 
is a great help to them in the contest. Thus, when 
Elijah was about to run before the king's chariot, 
he girded up his loins ; and, swift as were the well- 
bred horses of the king, the prophet outstripped 
them, and "ran before them to the entrance of 
Jezreel" (i Kings xviii. 46). 

Again, the Apostle Peter says, " Gird up the loins 
of your mind" (i Pet. i 13). Alas! what unpre- 
paredness there is in Christian character; what 
relaxation of spirit, instead of girding ourselves 
with God's truth for the mighty contest on every 
side of us. There is, no doubt, to be relaxation ; 
God will give us plenty of it. We may sit imder 
the shadow of Christ, and find His fruit sweet to 
our taste ; but even for such happy rest we shall 
find the girdle of truth no bad accompaniment. 
And unless there is this bracedness of spirit thus 
described, we shaU find our flowing garments 
gathering defilement, and often dragging us down 
to the level of the world. 

But we must have more than that girdle of 
truthful Christian character. We must have divine 
strength, " They that wait upon the Lord shall re- 
new their strength; they shall run, and not be 
weary" (Isa. xl. 31). That expression, "renew 
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their strength," is a very striking one. The word 
really is, "they shall change (or exchange) their 
strength;" that is, they shaU exchange their weak- 
ness for God's omnipotence. They shall go " from 
strength to strength;" not taking yesterday's 
strength for to-day's race, but ever receiving fresh 
strength from the Lord their Grod as the need arises. 
Thus it was, I presume, in the case of David, when 
he said, "By Thee I have run (or broken) through 
a troop; and by my God have I leaped over a 
wall" (Ps. xviiL 29). The first describes a great 
feat of valour, the second, a small effort of agility ; 
but for both great and small he had learned to use 
God's strength instead of his own. 

So much for the positive equipment of God's 
people. We must have the shoes of the Gospel of 
peace, the girdle of truth, and, above aU, God Him- 
self, as our strength. 

Then as to the prize. What was the prize that 
the Lord Jesus Christ had set before Him ? For He 
is the great Exemplar, and He it is whom we are 
to follow. The prize was the "joy set before Him " 
at "the right hand of the throne of God" (Heb. 
xii 2). He had a path and a prize set before Him, 
and you find bgth in that verse. Though that path 
led through the manger of Bethlehem, the agony of 
the garden, the cross of Calvary, and the darkness 
of the tomb. He ran His course ; and now He has 
the name that is above every name, the throne that 
is above every throne. There was a "joy set before 
Hun. That throne, that joy, He sets before us 
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Look, again, at that mighty runner and follower 
of Jesus, the Apostle Paul, as he draws near to the 
end of his course, and fixes his eyes on the reward. 
Listen to him as he says, " I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith." He rejoices that heaven is in view, even 
though the scaffold should intervene and the axe 
be ready. He thinks little of that; his eye is 
fixed on something beyond. " Henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that 
day ; and not to me only, but unto all them that 
love His appearing " (2 Tim. iv. 8, 9). Yes, though 
salvation is not the end but the beginning of the race, 
though pardon is not obtained by running, walking, 
or working — for you must be saved before you can 
do any of them — ^nevertheless, there is a prize at the 
end. What that prize may be, in all its glory and 
beauty, God has not exactly revealed ; but we know 
that there are degrees of glory, and that the promise 
is true, " To him that overcometh will I grant to 
sit down with Me in my throne, even as I also over- 
came, and am set down with My Father in His 
throne." Is it not worth while running this race, 
when there is such a crown, such a glory, at the 
end ? What are the most magnificent prizes that 
the world can give when compared with this prize ? 
There is an incorruptible crown to be gained (i Cor. 
ix. 25). Keep the end definitely in view. Follow 
him who said, "I therefore so run, not as imcertainty," 
that is, without a distinct object. Aim steadily at 
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the end of the course. Be jealous lest you should 
" run in vain " (Philip, ii 1 6). Let us therefore pray 
God that He would so stir up our hearts, that, by 
His grace, we may never more be slothful, but, being 
diligent, earnest, hearty, steady runners in the be- 
liever's race, we may each hear from the lips of Him 
whose infinite mercy hath blotted out all our sins, 
while He accepts our service, " Well done, good and 
faithful servant ; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." 

And now, as in connection with " standing," 
"sitting," and "walking," I brought before you one 
or two directions from Scripture, so let me do in 
regard to running. 

First of all, how are you to run ? For one thing, 
run swiftlj. In Ezek. i. 14 we find that the four 
living creatures " ran, and returned as the appearance 
of a flash of lightning." Obedient to the commands 
that reached them from the throne, they hastened 
at once, hearkening to the voice of God, and delight- 
ing to do His will. And should not we follow their 
example ? Prompt in obedience, should not we run 
swiftly, and thus be able to say, " I made haste, and 
delayed not to keep Thy commandments ? " (Ps. 
cxix. 60). Alas ! how often do we delay when the 
Spirit speaks strongly, and say, "Not now; to- 
morrow will do ! " Acting thus, we just put the 
net before our own feet, and instead of making 
onward progress, we get overtaken, and entangled 
in the world. God says to us, " Eun swiftly ; the 
King's business requireth haste." 

But " the race is not to the swift, nor the battle 
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to the strong." There may be swift running, and 
yet a rmmini too fast-as Christian, who, when he 
outran Hopeful, stumbled and fell. We may out- 
run the path of duty, and we may be running before 
we are sent, and without having tidings ready (2 
Sam. xviii 22). We must also nm patiently. 

It is not to be a spasmodic race, a bit of earnest 
religious life on Sunday, and a relapse into a worldly 
life on Monday, but a steady, onward progress 
There were some in apostolic days who " did run 
well," but who had been hindered, and were begin- 
ning to lag behind, trusting partly to forms and 
ceremonies, and partly to Christ (Gal. v. 7). I 
have never forgotten the prayer of an aged man of 
God — " Lord, give me patience — ^patience with my- 
self, patience with others, patience with Thee ! " 
We must " run with patience the race that is set 
before us." 

Once more, run, looking unto Jesits " (Heb. xii. 2). 

" 'Looking ofif unto Jesus,' my eyes cannot see 
The troubles and dangers that throng around me ; 
They cannot be blinded with sorroM'ful tears ; 
They cannot be shadowed with unbelief fears. 

*' ' Looking off unto Jesus,' my spirit is blest, 
In the world I have turmoil — ^in Him I have rest ; 
The sea of my life all about me may roar. 
When I look unto Jesus, I hear it no more. 

** * Looking off unto Jesus,' I go not astray ; 
My eyes are on Him, and He shows me the way ; 
The path may seem dark as He leads me along, 
But, following Jesus, I cannot go wrong. 

'* ' Looking off unto Jesus,' oh I may I be found, 
When the waters of Jordan encompass me round ; 
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Let them bear me away in His presence to be : 
'Tis but seeing Him nearer, whom always I see.'' 

Yes, that is the only way to run successfully. 
Looking to Him, recognising His presence, believ- 
ing in His love, trusting in His power, drawing all 
our supplies, moment by moment, from Him. Let us 
run as David, who said, " Mine eyes are ever towards 
the Lord ; He shall pluck my feet out of the net." 
It is not looking at our own feet that will help us, 
but at Him; not looking downward, but upward, 
You never saw a runner gazing at his equipment 
while running a race, or looking at his shoes ; his 
eye is directed towards the goal. So let us run, 
with our eyes ever towards the Lord, and then the 
promise shall be fulfilled to us, " When thou runnest 
thou shalt not stumble " (Prov. iv. 1 2). 

One word, in closing, to any who are not yet 
runners in this race — who are not yet saved ; and 
it is this — 'nin to Christ, Thus is it said to Christ 
in prophecy ; " Nations that knew not Thee shall 
run imto Thee " (Isa. Iv. 5). You must run to Him 
if you would be saved. " Escape for thy life ; look 
not behind thee." Sinner, run to Jesus ; and, blessed 
be His name. He will run to meet you. As the 
father ran to meet the returning prodigal, so will 
your Saviour hasten to receive you, for He still 
receiveth sinners, and says, " Him that cometh unto 
Me^ I will in no wise cast out." 
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** We have read these masterly lectures with the utmost pleasure. They are ad- 
mirable specimens of plain, practical preaching, occasionally rising into eloquence." — 
Edinburgh Courant. 



SOUTH AFRICA AND ITS MISSION FIELDS. By 

the Rev. J. E. Carlyle. late Presbyterian Minister and Chaplain, Natal. 
Post Svo, 5s. cloth. 

" Mr. Carlyle has produced what we can best describe in one word, as a states- 
man-like volume." — Daily News. 



SEEKING THE LOST. Incidents and Sketches of Chris- 

tian Work in London. By the Rev. C. J. Whitmore, Author of "The Bible 
in the Workshop." Crown Svo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 

" Full of bright narrative, earnest teaching, and solenm warning, and will be 
welcomed by all who take an interest in missionary efforts among our lowest classes." 
—Christian World. 



GENTLEMAN JIM. By Mrs. Prentiss, Author of 

" Stepping Heavenward." i6mo, is. cloth. 
"A capital story, narrated with vigour and adapted to do much good." — Chfittimn 
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THE SYMPATHY OF CHRIST WITH MAN; Its 

Teachings and its Consolations. By the late Rev. O. Winslow, D.D., Author of 
** The F?ecious Things of God," &c. Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth. 



GIVING TRUST : Containing " Bread and Oranges" and 

*' The Rapids of Niagara," tales illustrating the " Lord's Prayer." By Susan 
Warner. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. With Coloured Illustrations. Golden 
Ladder Series. 

** The story is well told, and the teaching both on useful and religious topics is 
carried on briskly and lively, .... in a way which is sure to seciu% interest" 
— Guardian. 



THE LADDER OF COWSLIPS; or, What is Sound? 

By the late Lady Kay Shuttleworth, edited by her Daughter. Small crown 
8vo, 2S., cloth extra. 

*' * The Ladder of Cowslips ' is an ingenious and pleasing attempt to make the 
rudiments of music intelligible and attractive to beginners. There is much thought 
and graceful meaning worked into this unpretending but very useful little book. 
It will help beginners over some difficult places, and bring out the beautiful meaning 
which lies in what to their eyes may seem only dry and difficult." — Athettaum. 



SERMONS PREACHED ON VARIOUS OCCASIONS 

IN TRINITY CHURCH, DUBLIN. By the late Right Rev. John Gregg, 
Bishop of Cork. Crown 8vo, 6s. with a steel Portrait. 

*' For breadth of power, for originality of illustration and richness of imagery, for 
searching exposition and telling exhortation, Bishop Gregg's Sermons are un- 
equalled." — Belfast News Letter. 



ROSE DUNBAR'S MISTAKE : or, Whom have I in 

Heaven ? A Tale. By M. L. D., Author of " A Missionary of the Apostolic 
School." With Preface by Horatius Bonar, D.D. Crown 8vo, ss. cloth. 
*' ITiis work cannot fail to rouse the reader's attention, which will be well sus- 
tained to the end." — Rock. 



JUDGMENT AND MERCY; or, How the Lord Dealt 

with a Lamb that had Forsaken the Flock. A faithful Record of Simple Fact. 
Crown 8vo, 2 vols., los. cloth. 
"A remarkable work."— Tlie Christian Treasury. 

'* These are remarkable volumes There is not a dull half-page in 

the whole two volumes The theology of these volumes is sound and 

scriptural." — Record. 



OLD COMRADES, or Sketches from Life in the British 

Army. With Thoughts on Military Service. By Major C. H. Malan. 
Author of " A Soldier's Experience of God's Love." Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 
*' We sincerely hope that this attractive volume will find its way into all our 
Barrack-rooms." — Record. ' 

" I have much pleasure in stating that eighty-six copies of your book. Old 
Comrades," will be obtained for the Police Libraries." — From Colonel Sir E. Y. 
W. Henderson. 
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PALESTINE RE- PEOPLED ; or, Scattered Israel's 

Gathering One of the Signs of the Times. By Rev. James Nkil, B.A., formerly 
Incumbent of Christ Churchy Jerusalem. Post 8vo, 3s. cloth. 
" We may heartily commend his book as a valuable contribution to the exposition 
of prophecy." — Record. 

* A little volume of great value and intense interest." — Israel* s Watchman. 



HYMNS OF FAITH AND HOPE. Royal Edition, 

containing most of the Hymns in the Three Series. With antique borders. By 
the Rev. H. Bonar, D.D., Author of "Earth's Morning," &c. New Edition, 
royal 8vo, 7s. 6d. cloth extra. 

" The volume is very chaste and beautiful, and deserves to be a great favourite.** 
— British Quarterly Review. 



ILLUSTRATIVE TEXTS AND TEXTS ILLUS- 
TRATED. By the Rev. J. W. Bardslev, M.A. New and Enlarged Edition, 
Crown 8vo, 55. cloth. 

" A better book for a Sunday School teacher's or parish library could not be met 
with." — Record. 



PSALMS AND HYMNS FOR CHILDREN'S WOR- 

SHIP. A Collection suitable for Sunday Schools. With music suitably 
arranged in short score, is. : also arranged for two trebles, 3d. paper cover, 40. 
cloth, the Text only may also be had, id. 



REMARKABLE CASES OF CONVERSION, AND 

OTHER EXPERIENCES, showing the value of Faith in the Faithful 
Promiser. A Study for the Saved and the Unsaved. By John Richardson 
Phillips. Author of " Remarkable Answers to Prayer," and '* Remarkable Pro- 
vidences. ' ^ Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 
" A book which is calculated to be a great blessing. The conversions are collected 
from every quarter, and are selected with great judgment." — Rev. C. H. Spurgeon 
in Sword and Trowel. 

** Should be allowed to be on the table in the family where all can dip into it." — 
Christian. 



DAYS OF JUDGMENT AND YEARS OF PEACE. 

By Rev. R. Hamilton. Small crown 8vo, 3s. cloth. 
" He writes clearly and pointedly." — Weekly Review. 



THE SAINTLY CALLING. By the Rev. C. D. Bell, 

M.A., Rector of Cheltenham, and Hon. Canon of Carlisle. Crown 8vo, 
M. 6d. cloth. 
"We heartily commend this little volume as a most seasonable and valuable con- 
tribution to the Church in these perilous times." — Record. 
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MORNING BELLS and LITTLE PILLOWS; being 

Wakiiig and Good Night Thoug;hts for the Little Ones. By Frances R. 

Havsrgal. Royal 32010, each 6d. sewed ; gd. cloth. 
"They are written in so affectionate and interesting a way that the youthful 
reader cannot fail to become more and more delighted as each successive page is 
perused."— CAm/iVi« Stattdard. 



CLEFTS OF THE ROCK; or, The Believer's Grounds 

of Confidence in Christ By the Rev. J. R. Macduff, D.D., Author of ''The 
Gates of Prayer," &c. Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth. 
*' Is rich in illustration, and will form a welcome present to devout readers." — 
Freeman. 



THE PIRATE CITY. An Algerine Tale. By R. M. 

Ballantvne, Author of ** Black Ivory/' &c. With Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 
5s. cloth. 
"The tale is told with Mr. Ballantyne's usual facility." — Athetutum. 



The story is of thrilling vciXjtxt&l,— Graphic. 



THE RENT VEIL. By the Rev. H. Bonar, D.D., 

Author of " The Christ of God," &c. Crown 8vo, 3s. cloth. 
"Simple and direct in its style, rich in its Biblical theology, and ripe in its 
spiritual experience." — English Presbyterian Messenger. 



FOUR YEARS IN ASHANTEE. By the Missionaries 

Ram.sbvbr and Kuhnb. Post 8vo, 6s. cloth. 
"We have here one of the most vividly interesting and romantic works of travel 
and Christian missions." — Nonconformist. 



EARTH'S MORNING; or, Thoughts on Genesis. By 

the Rev. Horatius Bonar, D.D., Author of "Light and Truth," &c. Crown 
8vo, 5s. cloth. 
"The expositions of words and phrases are marked by much solid learning." — 
Weekly Review. 



THE WEDDING RING. A Marriage Register on the 

plan of "I'he Birthday Text-Books," with suitable Selections from our best 
Authors. Blank soaces for names, &c. Printed in colours by Evans, and 
bound by Burn. Royal i6mo, 2s. 6d. cloth elegant. 
" This pretty volume is a really charming book, and will make an acceptable pres- 
ent." — English Independent. 



THEOLOGICAL LECTURES on subjects connected 

with Natural Theology, Evidences of Christianity, Canon and Inspiration of 
Scripture. By the late Principal Cunningham. Demy 8vo, las. cloth. 
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A COMMENTARY ON THE EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL 

TO THE GALATIANS. By the Rev. John Venn, M.A., formeriy Fellow 
of St. John's College, Cambridge. Author of ** Covenants and Oaths relating 
to Eternal Life." Demy 8vo, 8s. 6d. cloth. 
''A valuable contribution to our exegetical literature." — Stirling- youmal. 



A SOLDIER'S EXPERIENCE OF GOD'S LOVE 

AND OF HIS FAITHFULNESS TO HIS WORD. By C. H. Malan, 
once a Major in the British Army. Crown Svo, revised and cheaper edition, 
IS. 6d. cloth. 
** It is full of incident, and pervaded by a fine religious spirit." — Daily Review. 



HILLS THAT BRING PEACE. By the Rev. Charles 

D. Bell, M.A. Honorary Canon of Carlisle. Crown 8vo, 5s. clodi. 
** We express our sincere hope that such an able and excellent course of lecttures 
may have a wide circulation." — Record. 



CHRIST AND THE CHURCH. Sermons on the Apos- 

tolic Commission. (Matt, xxviii. 1S-20.) By the Rev. Adolph Saphir, D.D. 
Crown 8vo, 6s. cloth. 
** Eloquent, beautiful, and profoundly evangelical sermons." — Literary World. 



CROSSING THE RIVER. By the Author of "The 

Life of the late Rev. Dr. Marsh," "Memorials of Capt. Hedley Vicars," &c. 
Crown 8vo, is. cloth limp. 
** This little volume is perhaps the most beautiful and touching of all that Miss 
Marsh has written." — Preachers Lantern, 



MEMORIES OF PATMOS ; or, Some of the Great Words 

and Visions of the Apocalypse. By the Rev. J. R. Macduff, D.D.. Author 
of "Eventide at Bethel," &c., &c. New and Cheaper Edition. Crown Bvo, 
3s. 6d. cloth. 

THE HOME AND SCHOOL SERIES OF JUVENILE 

BOOKS, with Illustrations. In small crown, each is. 6d., extra cloth. 

I. AMOS FAYLE ; or. Through the Wilderness into a Wealthy 
Place. By, Mrs. Prosser. 

II. RUNNING AWAY. 

III. STORIES OF THE LAND WE LIVE IN. By William 

Locke. 

IV. A RAY OF LIGHT TO BRIGHTEN COTTAGE HOMES. 

By the Author of " A Trap to Catch a Sunheam." 
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V. THE STORY OF AN OLD POCKET BIBLE, as related 
by itself. By Robert Cox, A.M. 

VI. ASHTON COTTAGE ; or, The True Faith. 

VII. MARJORY. By Mrs. Marshall. 

VIII. COURAGE AND COWARDS , or. Who was the Bravest ? 
By the Author of "The Maiden of the Iceberg." 

IX. AGATHA LEE'S INHERITANCE. ByMrs. R. H. HiGHAM. 

Author of *' The Other House." 

X. ALICE UESTRANGE'S MOTTO. By Raby Hume. 

XI. NIDWORTH AND HIS THREE MAGIC WANDS. By 

Mrs. Prentiss. 

XII. FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH ; or, Susine and Claude of the 

Val Pelice. 



CHILD LIFE. A CoUection of Poems for the Little 

People.^ Edited by John Greenleaf Whittibr. With many Illustrations. 
New edition, small 410, 3s. 6d. 
*' Turning over its leaves, it appears to us a charming volume, and we know of no 
other which strinji^ together so many gems of the like water." — Times, 



THE TRIUMPH OF FAITH. The Substance of 

Addresses on the Book of Joshua. By Stevenson A. Blackwood. Crown 
8vo, 3S. cloth limp ; as. 6d. boards. Cheap Edition, i6mo, is. cloth limp. 

" It is distinguished by thoughtful exposition, and a deeply religious tone pervades 
every page."— Tf^o/cAwaw. 



THE OTHER HOUSE. A Tale. By Mary R. Higham, 

Author of " Cloverly.** Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d., cloth extra. 

** The story is gracefully and pleasantly told, and charms by its unaffected sim- 
plicity."— Scotsman, 

THE BROKEN WALLS OF JERUSALEM AND THE 

RE-BUILDING OF THEM. By the Author of " The Wide Wide World." 
With Illustrations. Small crown 8vo, 2s. 6d., cloth extra. 

** The matter is dear, and full of well-selected and popularly conveyed information." 
— Nonconfortnist. 

UNDER THE SURFACE. Poems by Frances Ridley 

Havkrgal, Author of *'The Ministry of Song," &c. Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth. 
Cheap Edition, royal ^2mo, zs. 6d. cloth, gilt edges. 
" Great freshness of feelmg, fulness of thought, and ready command of measure." — 
British Quarterly Review, 
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THE GOSPEL AND ITS FRUITS. A Book for the 

Young. By the Rev. J. H. Wilson, Edinburgh, Author of " Our Father in 
Heaven," &c. Crown 8vo, 3s. fid. cloth. 
''The book is quite unique. Full of sound doctrinal teaching, illustrated by 
anecdote and hymn and picture, it commands and rivets attention." — Daily Review* 



THE MINISTRY OF SONG. By Frances Ridley 

Havergal, Author of ** Bruey," &c. Cheaper Edition. 32mo, is. fid. cloth. 
" Exquisite poems." — Our Own Fireside. 

** Full of real poetry — rich, deep, true, sweet, and brave thoughts." — lVoman*s 
Work. 



SOLDIERS AND SERVANTS OF CHRIST: or, 

Chapters on Church History. With Preface by the Rev. F. V. Mather, M.A., 
Vicar of St. Paul's, Clifton, and Canon of Bristol. Second Edition. Crown 8vo, 
5s. cloth. 
"An exceedingly valuable book. . . . The narratives embrace chief names 

from the ist to the ifith century, and are so told that they will interest young people." 

— Christian Obserz'er* 



SERMONS AND LECTURES. By the late Rev. James 

Hamilton, D.D., F.L.S., Author of "Life in Earnest," "♦he Great 
Biography," &c. Post 8vo, 7s. fid. cloth. 

" A number of sermons and lectures, in all cases, of extreme beauty and excellence." 
— Rock, 



CHRIST CRUCIFIED. Lectures on i Corinthians ii. 

By the Rev. Adolph Saphir, D.D. Crown 8vo, 3s. fid. cloth. 
" A valuable commentary." — Sword and Trowel. 

" An earnest, forcible, luminous presentation of the mind of the Spirit."— 
Literary World. 



VOICES FROM THE VALLEY TESTIFYING OF 

JESUS. By the Rev. F. Whitfield, M.A., Author of " Earthly Shadows 
of the Heavenly Kingdom." &c. Seventh edition, small crown 8vo, 3s. fid. 
cloth. 

''Eloquent, evangelical, and simple, we cannot express too high an opinion of 
these expositions of Scriptvure." — Our Own Fireside. 
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THE NORSEMEN IN THE WEST; or, America 

before Columbus. By R. M. Ballantyne, Author of "The Iron Horse/' &c. 
Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, with Illustrations. 
" A book that cannot possibly be laid down till the very last word of the last 
liae has Uen read." — Atheneeum, 
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SCRIPTURE ITSELF THE ILLUSTRATOR. A 

Manual of Illustrations, gathered from Scriptural Figures, Phrases, Types, 
Derivations, Chronology, Texts, &c., adapted for the use of Preachers and 
Teachers. By the Rev. G. S. Bowes, B.A. Small Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 

''Evidently the result of attentive and persevering study .... Wc 
strongly recommend it to the notice of preachers and teachers, feeling sure that 
they will derive many suggestive hints from it." — Church 0/ England Magazine, 



BRUEY, A LITTLE WORKER FOR CHRIST. By 

Frances Ridley Havergal, Author of "The Ministry of Song,"&c. Fifth 
Edition, small crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth ; cheap edition, is. 6d. limp cloth ; 
IS. paper. 

"Written in a fascinating style." — Woman* s Work. 

** A peculiarly interesting volume." — Churchman's Shilling Magazine. 



OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN. The Lord's Prayer 

Familiarly Explained and Illustrated for Children. By the Rev. J. H. Wilson, 
Edinburgh. Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. cloth, with Illustrations. 

** One of the most interesting and successful expositions of the Lord's Prayer in 
our language. It abounds in illustration and an«cdote, and cannot fail to be a 
favourite with young people." — Evangelical Magazine, 



HEAVENLY PLACES. Addresses on the Book of^ 

Joshua. By Stevenson A. Blackwood. Second edition. Small Crowe 8vo, 
2s. cloth limp ; 2s. 6d. boards ; cheap edition, i6mo, is. cloth limp. 

" Sound, earnest, and practical enforcement of Evangelical tmth." — Evangelical 
Magazine. 

THE CULTURE OF PLEASURE; or, The Enjoyment 

of Life in its Social and Religious Aspects. By the Author of " The Mirage of 
Life." Fifth Edition. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 

** A very readable, enjoyable, and profitable work." — The Daily Telegraph. 

"A pleasant volume to read ; full of anecdote and illustration. It has a flavour of 
the racmess of the Doctor of Southey and of the philosophy of the Lacon of Colton." 
— The English Churchman. 



MOSES 1'HE MAN OF GOD. A Series of Lectures 

by the late James Hamilton, D.D., F.L.S. Third Edition. Small Crown 8vo, 
SS. cloth. 

** Graceful description, imaginative reconstruction, unconventional, and often very 
ingenious, sometimes learned disquisition, with the light graceful touch of poetic 
style and delicate fancy." — British Quarterly Review. 



THE FLOATING LIGHT OF THE GOODWIN 

SANDS. A Tale by R. M. Ballant 
With Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth. 



SANDS. A Tale by R. M. Ballantyne, Author of "The Lifeboat," &c. 

Cn " 



*' As full of incident, as healthy in tone, and as fresh and vigorous in style as any of 
its predecessors."— vS*ftf/««rt«, 
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CABINET SERIES. 

Prloe 2s. 6d. 

1. MATTHEW FROST, CARRIER ; or, LitUe Snowdrop's 

Mission. By Emma Marshall. 

2. THE SPANISH BARBER. A Tale. By the Author of 

•• Mary PoweU." 

3. THREE PATHS IN LIFE. A Tale for Girls. By Ellen 

Barlee. 

4. A YEAR WITH THE EVERARDS. By the Hon. Mrs. 

Cliffokd-Butlkk. 

5. STELLAFONT ABBEY ; or, Nothing New. By Emma 

Marshall. 

6. RONALD DUNBEATH ; or. The Treasure in the Cave. 

7. A SUNBEAM'S INFLUENCE ; or, Eight Years After. 

By the Hon. Mrs. Clifford-Butler. 

8. A TALE OF TWO OLD SONGS. By the Hon. Mrs. 

Clifford-Butler. 

9. ESTHER'S JOURNAL ; or, A Tale of Swiss Pension 

Life. By a Resident. With a Preface by Miss Whateley. 

10. EFFIE'S FRIEND'S ; or. Chronicles of the Woods and 

Shores. By the Author of ' ' The Story of Wandering WUlie." 

11. THERESA'S JOURNAL. From the French of Madame 

de Pressens^. By Crichton Campbell. 
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AMERICAN TALES. 

In Half-orown Volumes. With Illustrations. Grown 8V0, 2s. 6d. 

cloth. 

1. THE HOME AT GREYLOCK. By Mrs. Prentiss, 

Author of ** Stepping Heavenward." 

2. OUR RUTH. A Story of Old Times in New England. By 

Mrs. Prentiss, Author of " The Home at Greylock," &c. 

3. THE THREE LITTLE SPADES. By Anna Warner. 

4. STEPPING HEAVENWARD. By Mrs. Prentiss. 

5. URBANE AND HIS FRIENDS. By the Author of 

*' Stepping Heavenward.** 

6. PINE NEEDLES AND OLD YARNS. By the Author 

of "The Wide Wide World.** 
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